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Community
Gardens of Tucson

2940 North Santa Rosa Place
Tucson, Ar izona 85712
520-795-8823
www.CommunityGardensofTucson.org

Chaverim Garden (Eastside)
5901 East 2nd Street
Site Coordinator–Signa Roswall
520-750-8439; alamo@dakotacom.net

Corbett Garden (Eastside)
5948 East 30th Street
Site Coordinator–Andy Stevens
520-990-1459; andy@solvomassage.com

Presidio Garden (Midtown)
Off Fort Lowell and Country Club
Site Coordinator – Gene Zonge
520-326-0458; Zonge@aol.com

Sabino Vista Garden (Sabino Canyon)
3185 North Rowe Lane
Site Coordinator–Teddy Carney
520-722-0334; teddycarney@msn.com

Wilson Garden (Midtown close to UA)
3331 North Wilson
Site Coordinator–Melissa Urreiztieta
520-320-9814; melissa.u@earthlink.net

Community Garden Locations

Take a trip to the garden for fall color.

Garden Photo

Zone Creep

Article Of Interest

Tracking the changes in colors will give you some idea of what is
happening on this map.  To see a moving version of the zone

changes on the web, go to arborday.org and click on “media”.
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As always, we extend our warm thanks and appreciation
to our friends at AlphaGraphics who not only make the
publication of this newsletter possible, but make it
beautiful as well.

If you’ve ever wondered what to do with the extra
produce that your plots provide, the Community
Food bank has the answer to your problem of
abundance.  They will take the produce that you
drop off and sell it at the CFB Farmers Market or
at the Santa Cruz Farmers Market.  They get a
small percentage of the sale, and you get to choose
whether you would like to get back any unsold
produce, or just donate it to the food bank.  Either
way, everyone wins.  If you’re interested, contact
Amanda Morse at 622-0525 x237 or at
amorse@communityfoodbank.com

The Onions are coming!! The Onions are coming!!
But don't be alarmed.

Each fall, at onion planting time, your Steering
Committee orders little plants of a suitable variety
from a grower in Texas and passes them on to you
at no charge.  It's a reward for being a good
Community gardener.  We have found that Contessa
is very suitable for the climate and to consumers.  If
you haven't grown them yet, ask your fellow gar-
deners what they think about Contessa.

The parcel from Texas arrives some time in late
November, depending on availability.  Your Site
Coordinator will help with the distribution.  You'll
soon be asked whether you want any, and how
many,  and the order will be placed accordingly.
You'll be told when to expect them by your Site
Coordinator and your plot should be ready for
planting by that time.  Meanwhile, leave space for
onions.

Your soil should have received organic matter,
ammonium phosphate and sulfur   (onions need a
lot of sulfur and you can smell it when a stored bulb
starts to rot).  You'll apply ammonium sulfate a
month later and every subsequent month to encour-
age growth. One cup to every twenty feet of row is
a good recommendation, but since we mostly plant
in squares you'll need to  re-think this advice.  Ask
your ex-school teacher fellow gardeners for the for-
mula.

Set out each of the little plants one inch deep and at
about five inches apart if you want good-sized
bulbs, but closer if you're going to eat "scallion"
sized harvests throughout the season.

Onions are a relatively shallow-rooted plant so the
soil needs to be well supplied with moisture at all
times.  Your drip system will do this.

Expect to harvest dry bulbs sometime in June and
when that time comes we'll tell you what to do.

To keep your  irrigation effective set out a string
from post to post to tell you where the cen-
ter line is.  Then you won't be planting too
far from the drip irrigation lines.  Each one
is supposed to "weep" moisture to meet in

the center of the row, so the whole plot is watered
adequately.  If you have a dry strip down the mid-
dle it will gather salt as the water evaporates and,
remember, salt is a plant poison.

If you sow vegetable seed or set out plants you need
to know what varieties you are planting. Several
nurseries don't tell--they call a cabbage a cabbage,
without specifying the variety. Even if you  find a
particular variety and the seed catalog describes it
in glowing terms (don't they all??) you don't know
whether it is suitable for our climate.  The best ref-
erence is your fellow gardener so ask around before
you buy plants or seeds.  You'll be a best reference
next time around if you keep a gardening journal
and refer to it when you're asked "what's the best
tomato, etc.,?).

All gardeners are off to a good start.  Keep it up--
and Good Luck.

by George Brookbank
George Says . . .
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From The Garden

Above:  Onions were on the move at Chaverim
and the other gardens.  You’ll have a chance to
get them soon enough, so be ready.  Watch for
notices from our treasurer and coordinators.

Sell That Extra Produce!

There is a place called Arbico in Oracle, just a few miles north of us, where
they raise parasitic predator insects. They have been selling them to home
gardeners, farmers, horse keepers, chicken minders, and people who are
generally bothered by flies and mosquitoes.  They will give us a tour of
their facilities, speak of their non-chemical philosophy, and sell us small
packets to bring home. It will be a free event, and we can car pool.  If you would like to be included in this
adventure, please call me soon at 888-4586 and leave a mesage if I'm not at home. ~ George  Brookbank

Tuesdays
COMMUNITY FOOD BANK FARMER'S MARKET SUMMER HOURS:  When: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Where:
Community Food Bank, 3003 S. Country Club Road Info: 622-0525, www.communityfoodbank.org 
Thursdays
SANTA CRUZ RIVER FARMER'S MARKET: Locally and naturally grown produce, plants and cactuses and
Mexican baked goods are available directly from producers at this Community Food Bank market. When: 4-7
p.m. Where: Santa Cruz River Park, 600 N. Riverside Drive Info: 622-0525, www.communityfoodbank.org
Fridays
EL PRESIDIO MERCADO: Fresh fruits and vegetables from local farmers will be available. When: 10 a.m.-3
p.m.Where: El Presidio Park, 225 W. Alameda St. Info: 326-7810 Directions: just west of the Pima County
Courthouse
Saturdays
PLAZA PALOMINO: When: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Where: 2970 N. Swan Road Info: 320-6344,
www.plazapalomino.com
ORO VALLEY FARMER'S MARKET:  When: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Where: Oro Valley Town Hall, 11000 N. La Cañada
Drive Oro Valley Info: 918-9811
RINCON VALLEY FARMERS MARKET: When: 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Where: 12500 E. Old Spanish Trail Info: 591-
2276, www.rinconinstitute.org/rvfm/index.html
THE STATION: When: 9 a.m.-noon Where: 1395 W. American Ave. Info: (520) 896-9005, www.thestationora-
cle.com (Web site under construction)
Sundays
ST. PHILIP'S PLAZA FARMER'S MARKET: When: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Where: St. Philip's Plaza Farmer's Market,
4380 N. Campbell Ave. Info: 918-9811, http://stphilipsplaza.com/plaza/events.php
CIVANO NURSERY ARTISANS & FARMERS' MARKET: When: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Sunday Where: 5301 S.
Houghton Road Info: 248-9218, DragoonMarketplace.MySite.com

Possible Field Trip to Arbico - (Would you like to come along?)

Local Farmer’s Markets for Produce!



by  Andy Stevens

Ahhh....the last bit of October.  It’s often when broccoli and other cold weather vegetables should be growing and
the heat of the summer should begin to fade from memory.  It seems that somehow niether of these things is hap-
pening in my plots.  I’m almost always sweating by the time I check my plants for bugs and produce and my
henderson baby lima beans and eggplant continue heavy production.  Funny things happen in a desert.  

I hope that the zone creep pictures from the front page give you something to think about and investigate fur-
ther.  There are folks up north who are planting some odd things that you wouldn’t expect to live there.  Others
are really concerned about what will happen to the native species who can’t take the heat and can’t really get out
of the kitchen either.  The American Horticulture Society has produced a heat map that shows the number of
days per year that the temperature passes the 86 degree mark.  I think Tucson’s above the 150 day mark.  It’s pret-
ty interesting, so find it and take a look.

You’ll note below that people and critters are coming and going in the gardens.  With new faces, new opportuni-
ties alway seem to come.  I hope that a few of you will give some thought to becoming even more involved with
the gardens that just having a plot.  Volunteering really does allow you to meet a variety of people that you’d
probably never bump into otherwise.  

Nov 1-15 Nov 15-30 Dec 1-15 Dec 15-31 Jan 1-15 Jan 15-31 Feb 1-15 Feb 15-28

Recently Signa Roswall, our intrepid coordinator
at the Chaverim garden, thought that she heard
some noise coming from the fence, but couldn’t
find the source.  Unnamed sources report that
someone resembling the Administrative Director
was seen with accomplices resembling his wife and
child at around 10pm that night in the garden.
Said person evidently scaled a wall, found the cat,
then handed it over to an accomplice.  A few days
and a can of tuna later, Marge Benevidez, not one
to stare a gift cat in the mouth, made off with this
loveable blue-eyed bundle of joy and was last seen
fleeing happily homeward.  

Stumbling into Fall

New Friend at Chaverim

Director’s Cut

Dianne Stevens has been the editor since before
moving to Tucson from Colorado a few years back.
She’s done a wonderful job, and will continue in an
advisory role, but with the recent family addition,
time is short and days are long.

Our newsletter is put together using Quark Express
and is then distilled into a PDF for shipping.  If
you’d like to try your hand at putting this paper
tiger together every other month or would like to
assist with creating written and photographic con-
tent, Andy would like to talk with you.  
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A Planter’s Guide
Amaranth

Armenian Cucumber
Artichoke

Arugula
Asian Cabbage

Asian Leafy Greens
Asparagus

Beets
Blackeyed Peas

Broccoli
Broccoli Raab
Beans (Bush)
Beans (Fava)
Beans (Pole)

Brussels Sprouts
Cabbage

Cabbage (Chinese)
Cauliflower

Carrots
Cantelope

Chard
Collards

Corn
Cucumber

Dandelion Greens
Eggplant

Endive
Garlic

Irish Potato
Kale

Kolorabi
Leek

Lettuce (Leaf)
Miner's Lettuce

Lettuce (Romaine)
Lima Beans

Mache (Corn Salad)
Melons

Musk Melon
Mustard

Okra
Onion (Green)

Onion (Sets)
Parsnip

Peas
Pepper

Potato (Irish)
Pumpkin

Purslane Greens
Radish

Rhubarb
Rutabega

Spinach
Spinach (New Zealand)

Spinach (Malabar)
Squash (Summer)

Squash (Winter)
Sweet Potato
Swiss Chard

Tomato
Turnip

Watermelon

Legend For 
Planting Guide
Unwise To Plant
Sow Seeds
Plant Seedlings
Plant Seeds 
and/or Plants

Can you walk and chew gum...maybe even at the
same time?  Can you screw in a light bulb?  Well,
these actions aren’t necessarily needed to help out
with the irrigation system at your garden.  There’s
no pay and little prestige accompanying this posi-
tion, but you will learn how to operate an irrigation
system and have plenty of dirt under your finger-
nails to show for your job well done.  If you need a
little bit of almost-instant gratification and you’d
like to volunteer to help maintain the irrigation sys-
tem lines at your garden, or any garden, please let
your garden coordinator know.

Water Meister?

Newsletter Editor Moving On



Garden ReportsZone Creep continued

Excerpted from arborday.org

Latest hardiness zones, based on most current tem-
perature data available, suggest up-to-date choices
for best trees to plant

Nebraska City, Neb. – Much of the United States has
been warmer in recent years, and that affects which
trees are right for planting.

Based on the latest comprehensive weather station
data, The Arbor Day
Foundation has just
released a new 2006
arborday.org Hardiness
Zone Map which sepa-
rates the country into
ten different tempera-
ture zones to help peo-
ple select the right trees
to plant where they live.

The new map reflects
that many areas have
become warmer since
1990 when the last
USDA hardiness zone
map was published.
Significant portions of
many states have shifted
at least one full hardi-
ness zone. Much of
Illinois, Indiana, and
Ohio, for example, have
shifted from Zone 5 to a
warmer Zone 6. Some
areas around the coun-
try have even warmed
two full zones.

In response to requests
for up-to-date informa-
tion, the Arbor Day Foundation developed the new
zones based on the most recent 15 years' data avail-
able from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration's 5,000 National Climatic Data
Center cooperative stations across the United States.
Hardiness zones are based on average annual low
temperatures using 10 degree increments. For exam-
ple, the average low temperature in zone 3 is -40 to -

30 degrees Fahrenheit, while the average
low temperature in zone 10 is +30 to +40
degrees Fahrenheit.

The new 2006 arborday.org Hardiness Zone Map is
consistent with the consensus of climate scientists
that global warming is underway. Tree planting is
among the positive actions that people can take to
reverse the trend. Tree planters across the nation can
go to arborday.org, click on the Hardiness Zone link,
and enter their zip code to determine their hardiness
zone.

Planting trees helps counteract global warming.
Trees counteract global warming in multiple ways.

Atmospheric carbon diox-
ide is the leading contrib-
utor to global warming,
and as trees grow they
remove CO2 from the
atmosphere, storing the
carbon and releasing oxy-
gen. A single tree can
remove more than a ton
of CO2 over its lifetime.
Also, shade provided by
trees reduces summer air
conditioning needs.
According to the USDA,
the cooling effect of a
healthy tree is equal to 10
room-size air-conditioners
operating 20 hours a day.
Trees reduce the "heat-
island" effect in urban
areas, where summer
temperatures are general-
ly warmer than the sur-
rounding countryside.
According to the U.S.
Forest Service, 50 million
strategically placed shade
trees could eliminate the
need for seven 100-
megawatt power plants.
Additionally, trees around

homes and in cities slow cold winter winds, reduc-
ing the need for winter heating. This relief on fuel
consumption for heating and cooling helps reduce
CO2 emissions from burning fossil fuels.

Detailed information about which trees are best for
planting throughout the country, the value of trees,
and the latest warmer hardiness zones can be found
at www.arborday.org.4

Chaverim Garden
The Giant Okra Plant  

I planted something new and was pleasantly surprised when
one of the four seeds took hold and grew into a beautiful five
foot tall okra plant.  A lovely cream colored flower would
appear at the tips of the plant and in a few days it would curl
up and fall off. A group of three to five small pointy vegetables
pods grow and point up as they mature.  An experienced gar-
dener told me to cut and eat them when they were about four to
five inches long as they get tougher and more fibrous as the get
bigger. Darlene gave me an easy and fast recipe that used a
combination of all our grown vegetables this summer.  Sauté
sliced up okra, onions and tomatoes in olive oil to make a deli-
cious addition to white rice.  Okra has been added to my
favorite list of vegtables. 

We have such a variety of seeds and plants to grow in our win-
ter and summer season and I look forward to trying a different
vegetable this spring as I continue to broaden my gardening
horizons.   ~Marge Benavidez

Presidio  Garden
The monsoon is gone and so are most of the weeds that threatened to take over the garden.  We put down some
carpeting between some of the plots and under our picnic table.  The carpeting has done wonders to reduce the
areas that need weeding but we really need more.  If anyone knows of any LARGE pieces that are headed toward
the dump, please let us know.  (Small pieces are not worth the effort.)  Clare's okra continues to thrive.  Darlene's
sweet potatoes are so lush it seems like they came out of a tropical rainforest.  My lemon cucumbers finally have
started to produce in abundance and I have learned not to plant so many vining plants next time.  I recently har-
vested Oaxacan Green Dent Corn and turned it in to corn meal/flour.  New vegetables planted and/or sprouting at
Presidio include fava beans, maché, arugula, carrots, shallots, peas, radishes, rhubarb, cipollini, broccoli raab, let-
tuce, and garlic.    ~ Gene

Article of Interest
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Community Garden

From top left:   Bugs, bugs, and more bugs.
Young ladybugs devour some of our resident
aphid crop on the left, while unidentified cater-
pillars make a home and find a meal on a
Jerusalem Artichoke leaf.  Melissa, our Wilson
garden coordinator, stops to smile after she
plucked one of the last melons from the summer

crop.  New gardeners Marie and Cory
enjoy some of the first radish harvest of
the “cool” season’s produce.6 5

Calendar
Community Garden

November 2007 December 2007

3
8 CGT Steering Committee Meeting at

Darlene Schacht’s, 2940 N. Santa Rosa,
9:00am. All CGT members invited.

1
8

22 Wilson Garden Meeting
9:00am

Corbett Garden Meeting
9:00am

11

CGT Steering Committee Meeting at
Darlene Schacht’s, 9:00am. All CGT
members invited.13

Presidio Garden Meeting
9:00am

Corbett Garden Meeting
9:00am

Presidio Garden Meeting
9:00am

18 Chaverim Garden Meeting
9:00am

24

Chaverim Garden Meeting
9:00am

Wilson Garden Meeting
9:00am

18 Deadline for Newsletter
Submissions

10

Sabino Vista Garden Meeting
Time TBA

16

9 Sabino Vista Garden Meeting
Time TBA

Activities


